nter, it is easier to decide the site of ly? The destruction of tissue, vessels, nerves and bones will be so severe that there may be complete ablation of the limb. In the case of bullet wounds involving bone (this I have found common in Waziristan) there may be no exit wound, and the bullet or disintegrated parts of it will be found in the bones and beyond, buried in the soft tissues. The violent disruption of the bone or bones may lead to a large gap, and fragments of the bone are pulverized and displaced a considerable distance into the surrounding-muscles (see figures 1, la, 16 and lc; plate XVII).
Through-and-through bullet wounds of the soft tissues are relatively clean, and may be left, but this requires careful judgment as will be subsequently described.
Injuries to arteries and nerves.?Along the course of the missile, for a variable distance (depending on its size and velocity, there is an area of necrosis. In this area, blood vessels and nerves may be damaged, the former giving rise to hemorrhage which may be fatal; damage to the latter will produce the signs characteristic of the various nerve lesions. An incomplete wound in an artery bleeds continuously, causing death if not dealt with; whereas a completely severed artery will bleed profusely for a few moments and then' cease, as the elasticity of the arterial wall gradually withdraws the wall from the site of injury and envelops the severed end in a mass of adventitia. In animals (rabbits), I Fie. 8a. Fig. 8b . Fig. 9 . Fig. 9a . Fig. % .
